The summit
The 8th World Summit on Arts and Culture was hosted
in Kuala Lumpur in March 2019, attracting more than
500 leading policy makers, researchers and practitioners
from 60 nations around the arts and culture world

M

alaysia’s capital is best
known for its gleaming
skyscrapers, colonial
architecture, charming locals,
and myriad natural attractions,
but for four days this March, it
was a beacon of “knowledge,
culture and change”. Its place on
the roster for such a prestigious
meeting of minds is proof that
historical Malaysia still holds
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weight in a 21st century world.
Indeed, many visitors would
struggle to see past the looming
Petronus Towers, a symbol of
strength for the modern face
of the city, but real riches away
for those who dig a little deeper.
The story of this jungle town
that became a colonial hotspot,
starts with a successful tin-mining
trade in the mid-19th century.
From Vibrant Hindu temples
(Sri Mahamariamman Temple),
which offered a place to worship
for early Indian immigrants, to
the Batu Caves, the colonial rail

station and art deco Central
Market, it’s a colourful journey.
“Malaysia inherits an endless
potpourri of cultures, customs and
traditions that has contributed
much towards the progress and
development of the nation,” said
Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the opening of the
Arts and Culture Summit.
“But Malaysia does not want
to lose its identity defined by its
culture and the arts,” he said.
A good place to start is the
National Museum, situated along
the Mahameru Highway. Its
collection comprises artefacts and
paintings collected throughout
the country. The Islamic Arts
Museum, which houses more
than seven thousand Islamic
artefacts including rare exhibits
as well as a library of Islamic art
books, is the largest Islamic Arts
collection in Southeast Asia.
The museum’s collection not
only concentrate on works from
the Middle East, but also

includes work from elsewhere
in Asia, such as China and
Southeast Asia.
The premier performing
arts venue is the Petronas
Philharmonic Hall located
underneath the Towers with
resident orchestra the Malaysian
Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO),
consisting of musicians from
all over the world.
Kuala Lumpur’s contemporary
art scene can be found hidden
in modern buildings, back alleys,
and unassuming shop fronts.
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