
Art and culture

M+, explores modern and 
contemporary visual culture 
through collections that cover 
art, design, architecture, moving 
image and Hong Kong’s own 
visual history. Nearby, the Hong 
Kong Palace Museum presents 
Chinese art and cultural heritage, 
including more than 900 objects 
from the Palace Museum in 
Beijing, alongside works from 
other collections.

Hong Kong’s commercial art 
scene adds another dimension. 
The city hosts Art Basel Hong 
Kong, while galleries are 

Beyond the financial 
district and famous 
skyline, Hong Kong 

has a substantial cultural 
offering that spans museums, 
contemporary galleries, historic 
temples, performance spaces, 
and neighbourhoods where 
longstanding traditions remain 
part of everyday life.

A major focus is the West 
Kowloon Cultural District, 
a waterfront arts precinct 
incorporating museums, 
performance venues and 
public spaces. Its centrepiece, 

concentrated across areas 
including Central, Sheung Wan 
and Wong Chuk Hang. For 
collectors and culturally curious 
visitors, this combination of 
major international events and 
permanent gallery spaces makes 
Hong Kong an important centre 
for contemporary art in Asia.

For a more historic perspective, 
Sheung Wan offers a markedly 
different experience. Traditional 
Chinese medicine shops, 
dried seafood businesses and 
independent galleries share the 
streets around Hollywood Road. 

Heritage meets 
modernity
Hong Kong’s cultural character has been shaped by Chinese traditions; its history as an 
international trading centre and the distinctive energy of a densely developed Asian metropolis 

Man Mo Temple, constructed 
between 1847 and 1862, is one 
of Hong Kong’s oldest temples 
and remains a working place of 
worship. Its historic architecture 
and preserved artefacts 
provide a direct connection 
with the Chinese traditions that 
predate the modern city.

Food is equally central to Hong 
Kong’s cultural identity. Cantonese 
cooking remains fundamental, 
from dim sum and roast 
meats to seafood and regional 
specialities, while cha chaan 
tengs reflect the city’s distinctive 
café culture and its history of 
Chinese and Western influences 
meeting in everyday life.

Hong Kong is most rewarding 
when these different layers are 
experienced together. A morning 
among Chinese art, an afternoon 
exploring galleries and an evening 
wandering historic streets can 
reveal a city where cultural 
heritage and contemporary 
creativity continue to develop 
alongside one another.
discoverhongkong.com ■

October 2026 - January 2027 Upward Curve 73


