
When it comes to doing 
business in Sharjah, 
it’s important to know 

the best places to go, not only for 
those business deals over meals 
or drinks, but also where to stay 
to have the best experience, 
and what to do in the down time 
between business meetings. Here 
are some of the places to stay, 
eat, drink and see in Sharjah, 
United Arab Emirates.

WHERE TO STAY

For somewhere central to the city, 
the Beach Resort at Sheraton 
Sharjah provides a good spot 
for downtime during a business 
trip. With the beach at the hotel’s 
doorstep and a resort and spa 
onsite, as well as a fitness 
centre, pool and even a meeting 
event space, this hotel provides 

both in buildings that were home 
to families centuries ago, and 
newer buildings incorporated 
into the initial designs, the hotel 
delivers a unique experience. 
Spa and wellness facilities are 
available, as well as restaurants 
on-site and entertainment in the 

Behind Abu Dhabi and Dubai, Sharjah is often overlooked. But as Dubai’s stunning neighbour,  
it plays an important strategic role in the United Arab Emirates economy, and is known  
as the region’s cultural capital – well worth a visit on business

for the individual needs of its 
guests. Numerous restaurants 
offering five-star international 
cuisine provide easy gourmet 
dining options. The history of the 
luxurious five-star Chedi Al Bait 
Sharjah is central to its charm and 
appeal. With 53 suites located 
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WHERE TO EAT

Located in nearby Dubai, Il 
Ristorante, Nikko Romito is worth 
the trip. Focused on traditional 
Italian cuisine, the restaurant offers 
incredible views of the Arabian Gulf 
as well as an unparalleled dining 
experience. Niki Romito, Michelin-
star Italian chef, curated the menu 
and personally trains the chef in 
residence at the location to deliver 
a modern and traditional fusion of 
Italian fare.

Caya focuses on homegrown, 
locally sourced cuisine, taking 
inspiration from Mediterranean 

style eateries. With a minimalistic 
design and large, open dining 
areas, this restaurant focuses on 
developing an atmosphere of fun 
and enjoyment around its stunning 
food menu. Caya also has a special 
breakfast menu for those meetings 
that might require a different kind 
of setting.

Another Michelin-star chef, 
And Toh, heads up the menu at 
Cantonese-focused restaurant 
Hakkasan Dubai, where modern 
Chinese cuisine meets traditional 
flavours and recipes. The set 
menus are especially lauded, 

form of a museum, a library and 
a cigar lounge. As a desert resort 
on the outskirts of Sharjah, Mysk 
Al Badayer Retreat is removed 
from the business and bustle of 
the city centre, but provides a 
relaxing and quiet retreat close by. 
While traditional accommodation 
is available, sumptuous tents for 
‘glamping’ are available for a less 
conventional luxury experience 
for the adventurous. A restaurant, 
indoor pool and health centre are 
all available for use by the guests, 
as well as other amenities integral 
to desert getaways, such as air 
conditioning and internet access. 
Staying in the desert doesn’t have 
to mean forgoing modern comforts, 
as Al Badayer demonstrates.
Sheraton Sharjah Beach Resort 
and Spa
marriott.com
The Chedi Al Bait Sharjah
ghmhotels.com
Mysk Al Badayer Retreat
myskhotels.com

and the Hakkatani Nights cocktail 
experience after 10pm showcases 
interesting and locally inspired 
cocktails for patrons.
Il Ristorante, Nikko Romito
bulgarihotels.com
Caya
alabbarenterprises.com/brands/caya
Hakkasan Dubai
atlantis.com/dubai/dining/hakkasan

WHAT TO SEE

Divided into three separate sections, 
Sharjah Natural History Museum 
and Desert Park offers something 
for everyone. The Natural History 

Museum showcases amazing 
exhibits year-round, while the 
Arabian Wildlife Centre focuses  
on live animals. The Children’s 
Farm tops off the experience, 
making the entire park a fun and 
educational trip, just up the road 
from Sharjah.

One of the great things  
about Sharjah as a city is the  
mix of traditional Arab design 
elements with more modern 
European design, and the Sharjah 
National Park is the perfect 
example. With many stunning  
areas for walks, picnicking and 
relaxation, a visit to this park is  
one of the easier things to fit into  
a busy trip, given the 630,000 sqf 
of space to explore.

Al Noor Island off the coast of 
Sharjah is located on the Khalid 
Lagoon and has built its own little 
day-time getaway destination.  
With a butterfly house and 
playground, there’s plenty for the 
kids to do while the grown ups 
check out the book pavilion, have 
a break at the cafe or spend time 
taking in the beautiful modern art. 
Gorgeous gardens complete the 
island, with fairy lights to admire 
once the sun sets.
visitsharjah.com ■
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