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Above: Cameron Diaz and 
Leonardo DiCaprio at a Tag 
Heuer yacht party Right: 
Michael Phelps promoting 
Omega at the 2010 Winter 
Games Below: Rolex 
ambassador Roger FedererWatches are a luxury 

enjoyed by many high 
profile names, and 

given that telling the time is 
something done multiple times a 
day, having a beautiful and stylish 
timepiece to display almost seems 
a necessity. With incredible and 
lasting brands such as Rolex, 
Tag Heuer and Audemars Piguet, 
and newcomers to the scene like 
Apple and Bremont, there is a 
wealth of models to choose from. 

A fine time-piece is a statement 
of excellence that reflects on its 
wearer, and brand ambassadors 
include Olympians and A-list stars.

Here are some of the brands 
favoured by the rich and famous.

ROLEX

As a brand, Rolex has been 
around since the turn of the 20th 
century and has demonstrated 
an incredible staying power in the 
timepiece market. As perhaps 
one of the most well-known watch 
brands, Rolex has been worn 
by many influential individuals 
through the years. With brand 
ambassadors Roger Federer and 
Tiger Woods, Rolex’s reputation 
is invariably connected to sports, 

given that the first water-proof 
watch was invented by the brand 
in the 1920s.

While Federer has worn many 
different models, the Datejust 
series seems to be his favourite, 
particularly the Datejust II, with 
a stainless steel style, a silver 
dial and blue numerals. Wood’s 
chosen design is the Sea-Dweller, 
with a two-colour gradient and 
a long history with the brand. 
Sports stars are not the only 
ones donning the signature Rolex 
designs, as actress Jennifer 
Aniston is often spotted  
wearing her Air King or Daytona 
model watches at events around 
the globe.
rolex.com

ITALY

 
As a brand that began in the 
1870s and continues to innovate, 
Tag Heuer is a household name. 
With brand ambassadors such as 
Ryan Gosling and Naomi Osaka, 
they straddle demographics 
beautifully. While Gosling prefers 
the many options of the Carrera 
series, Osaka’s favourites are the 
Connected Calibre and Aquaracer 
series. Leonardo DiCaprio is also  
a notable wearer of the brand, 

No time to hide
Since its earliest days, the watch has been considered a luxury statement for the great and 
the good. We look at the brands and modern-day celebrities who keep the tradition ticking

also being from the Carrera 
series. In his film Inception, he 
is seen wearing the Carrera 
Automatic and has sported this 
in the wild with both a black band 
and dial, as well as the traditional 
stainless steel band and dial. 
Elon Musk’s preferred style is 
the Carrera Calibre 1887 SpaceX 
Chronograph, which was created 
in conjunction with SpaceX in 
2012 to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of Tag Heuer’s first 
watch in space.
tagheuer.com

Another legacy watch 
brand, TUDOR boasts brand 
ambassadors David Beckham, 
Lady Gaga and the New Zealand 
All Blacks rugby team. Beckham’s 
favourite piece is the Black Bay 
Bronze, but he is also seen 
sporting the TUDOR Royal models. 
Lady Gaga prefers the Black Bay 
32, with its dual steel and gold 
style. The All Blacks choose a 
watch to match their team spirit, 
the Black Bay Dark, with its all 
black steel and established long-
standing endurance.
tudor.com

Founded in 1881, this watch 
brand today cements its place in 
current culture through a focus 
on sports professionals as brand 

ambassadors. With names like 
LeBron James, Lionel Messi and 
Serena Williams connected with 
their brand, it’s easy to see why 
these timepieces have the staying 
power they have demonstrated. 
With celebrities like Ed Sheeran 
sporting the Royal Oak Offshore 
model and social media giant 
Kim Kardashian showing up with 
their Royal Oak Skeleton on her 
wrist, this brand isn’t fading into 
obscurity any time soon.
audemarspiguet.com

With a sponsorship for Rafael 
Nadal under their belt, this 
relatively young brand knows 
how to wriggle their way into the 
market. Ed Sheeran has also been 
spotted with the RM 030, and 
Pharrell Williams routinely wears 
his RM 031. Nadal’s preferred 
styles tend to be the three watch 
styles released in connection with 
him, particularly the RM 27-03, 
which was released in 2017. 
The brand has also had many 
sponsorships and connections 

to motorsports through the years 
and continues to cultivate this 
relationship. While Tom Cruise’s 
favourite piece is the Bremont 
ACT1-C, he has also sported 
some of the RM models and is 
often connected to the brand.
richardmille.com

Many other celebrities have their 
chosen watch models, such as 
Olympian Usain Bolt’s affinity for 
the Hubolt Big Bang Unico and 
Olympic gold-medal record-
holder Michael Phelps’ love of the 
Omega Seamaster Planet Ocean, 
something he can swim in. When 
it comes to billionaires’ choice of 
timepiece, Bill Gates opts for  
a simple Casio Quartz Diver, while 
Jack Dorsey, founder of Twitter, 
prefers the Series 5 Apple Watch 
for his personal use.

Whether it be a high-tech 
new watch, or a legacy piece 
modelled after older timepieces, 
many watch brands may boast 
connections with important and 
high profile individuals from all 
walks of life. ■

Above: Usain Bolt’s attends 
Hublot’s Fifth Avenue Boutique 
opening Right: Ashley Tisdale 
of High School Musical wearing 
her $8,000 Rolex Day Date 
Presidential Wristwatch
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