Shenzhen

Shenzhen

Mega techopolis

Shenzhen, the gateway to Hong Kong, is a leading light in China today, boasting
Ping An Finance Centre, Luohu Commercial City and the ‘Silicon Valley of Hardware’

S

ince China’s 1978
economic reform attracted
foreign investment and
transformed its market, Shenzhen
has become one of the most
competitive and innovative cities
in the world. ‘China Silicon’, as
it’s often nicknamed, is home
to more than 14,000 high-tech
companies, including Huawei,
Lenovo and Tencent, and remains
a start-up hotbed. Its superior
location, on the southern coast
of the Guangdong Province and
the east bank of the Pearl River

Estuary, is only 40 kilometres
from Hong Kong, and makes it
the third busiest container port
in the world.
In 1980, Shenzhen was
established as China’s first Special
Economic Zone and became host
to the Chinese Stock Exchange,
as well as the headquarters of
numerous multinational companies.
Throw in a pleasant climate and
picturesque coastal and mountain
scenery, and it’s well worth
packing the briefcase for – and
maybe even the golf clubs!

STAY

Four Seasons Hotel Shenzhen
is an oasis – it allows guests to
take stock in a city that never
stops. The contemporary,
residential design fits right in
with the futuristic, international
energy of the city, but the spas,
pools and fine dining slow the
tempo perfectly.
The Langham’s award-winning
Chuan Spa offers traditional
Chinese medicine-inspired
treatments, while the poolside
Gazebo bar serves refreshing
cocktails, and the hotel’s
restaurants blend Asian and
Western favourites prepared
with fresh ingredients; from
authentic Cantonese to
Afternoon Tea with Wedgwood.
Drawing from the city’s
renowned art institutions, the
Ritz Carlton boasts beautifully
designed spaces, including
a locally inspired spa and
stunning event spaces.
Four Seasons
fourseasons.com/shenzhen
The Langham
langhamhotels.com/en/thelangham/shenzhen
Ritz Carlton
marriott.com
DRINKS & DINNER

With cultural and entertainment
attractions aplenty, food streets
and nightlife districts are open
for business. The 360º Bar,
Restaurant & Lounge at China’s
first Shangri-La Hotel is a highend restaurant with exquisite
dim sum and breathtaking
cityscape views from the very
top floor of the hotel.
The Marriot stable dominates
the rest of our recommendations
with The Shezhen Kitchen
at Bao’an creating a winning
combination of timeless elegance
and contemporary style, serving
up international classics from
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China, India, Japan, Europe
and beyond. Five Sen5es at
The Westin Nanshan is
a contemporary restaurant
serving authentic Cantonese
cuisine, from simple and tasty
dim sum to luxurious abalone
with traditional, yet elegantly
subtle, Chinese elements.
360º Bar, Restaurant & Lounge
shangri-la.com/shenzhen
The Shenzhen Kitchen
marriot.com
Five Sen5es
marriot.com

a theme of the harmonious
coexistence of humans and
nature, with two mountain golf
courses, three scenic towns,
four resort hotels, a selection of
performing arts attractions and
a Buddhist shrine. Meanwhile,
Splendid China – Folk Culture
Villages, Window of the World
and Happy Valley are also situated
on Shenzhen’s picturesque
coastline. Officially the largest
golf facility in the world, Mission

Hills Shenzhen is a twelve course,
18-hole course resort that
includes the Olazabal course,
host of the World Cup from
2007 to 2009. Shenzhen Safari
Park, Universidad Sports Centre,
Xiaomeisha Sea World and Xili
Lake Holiday Resort, Yuanshan
Left: Ping An International
Finance Centre Above: Window
of the World Below: Shenzhen’s
Central Business District

Scenic area, Waterlands Resort
and Shenzhen Talent Park should
be on the list in-between meetings
too. The Luohu Commercial City is
a world-class shopping destination
with some of the finest custom
clothing tailors.
Shenzhen Government Online
english.sz.gov.cn/travel
Mission Hills Golf Club
missionhillschina.com/en
Luohu Commercial City
lowucity.com ■

SEE

With 271 kilometres of coastline
serving up world-class beaches,
a vibrant metropolitan lifestyle
and 15 top-quality golf courses,
there is more to the city than just
technology. Shenzhen may not
have the historical attractions
of other famous Chinese cities,
but it has created theme parks,
with OCT East covering almost
nine square kilometres in the
valleys and hills behind the
beautiful Dameisha beach.
China’s first National Ecotourism
Demonstration Zone follows
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