
down on Gwangalli and its twilight 
bars, it is possible to watch the 
Gwangandaegyo Bridge and 
Busan’s ‘Times Square’ light up 
as the city’s nightlife springs into 
action. The beach also enjoys views 
of Beomeosa Temple, a Buddhist 
shrine founded in 678 A.D., – the 
base of the brilliant Geumjeong 
Mountain hiking trails.The city’s fish 
markets and night markets, such 
as Jagalchi Fish Market, are always 
bustling, with local specialties 
“Hoe,” Dwaeji Gukbap (pork soup), 
Milmyeon (wheat noodle in a cold 
chicken or beef broth) and Ssiat 
Hotteok (sweet pancake with seed) 
proving the most popular dishes.
The most iconic attraction in Busan 
is Taejongdae Park, which features 
magnificent cliffs, fabulous ocean 
views and a lighthouse. But nestled 

When people think South 
Korea, they think Seoul. 
They think ancient 

history and bustling markets. But 
Busan has markets and history in 
abundance, as well as the most 
beautiful beaches and ancient 
mountain retreats – all to be taken 
at a slower pace. A visit to the south 
eastern coastal metropolis is  
a mystical journey through time. 

Haeundae may be Korea’s 
largest beach, but it is also the 
country’s most popular beach. 
Nearby, Songjeong Beach and 
Gwangalli Beach are a little 
quieter, and when the sun goes 

high the mountains and offering 
stunning views is the Seokbulsa 
Temple, and perched on the shore 
and overlooking the ocean is 
the Haedong Yonggung Temple.
Gamcheon Culture Village is the 
famous colourful town with walls 
covered ibn fascinating murals. The 
“Santorini of Korea”, as it’s known is 

a labyrinthine of alleyways to explore 
at a slow pace.The renowned Busan 
International Film Festival (BIFF) 
is a great reason to visit this city. 
Held over ten days in October, BIFF 
showcases international and local 
films. If your visit does not coincide 
with BIFF, you can still visit BIFF 
Square, a bustling cultural district 
lined with shops and street food 
stalls.As for shopping, in Busan 
you can find traditional markets like 
Gukje Market just a stone’s throw 
away from upscale shopping areas 
such as Nampo-dong. Busan is also 
home to the largest department 
store in the world, Shinsegae 
Centum City.
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Above: Haedong Yonggungsa 
Temple and Haeundae Sea 
Right: The colourful Gamcheon 
Culture Village
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Forgotten land
Often overlooked, Busan sits in the south eastern corner of South Korea  
where the sea meets the mountains and temples touch the mist 


