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When a group of local 
hoteliers and their 
friends dreamt up a 

new way of extending the 1968 
Caribbean winter holiday, they can 
hardly have imagined the regatta 
would still have wind in its sails  
52 years on.

Back then, festivities included 
a three-day ‘Lord Nelson Regatta’, 
with sailing yachts, power boat 
races, deep sea fishing and 
Sunfish sailing contests. There 
was also a two-day race among 
Antiguan workboat fishermen 

whose boats would be freshly 
painted for the event. Eventually 
hotels involvement dropped  
off, the workboat races 
disappeared, and dinghy races  
are now held separately. 
The regatta became Antigua 
Sailing Week and now officially 
begins on the last Sunday in  
April every year. 

As is the case the whole 
year round, the island of Antigua 
extends a warm welcome to 
visitors during the regatta, with 
numerous beach and veranda 

parties to enjoy, and places on 
participating race boats available.

The event is centred on 
Falmouth Harbour in the south of 
the island, a 40-minute drive away 
from V C Bird International airport. 
Locally there are a wide selection 
of hotel rooms and villas to rent.

New for 2021 (2020 is 
cancelled) will be the introduction 
of a Sport Boat Class designed for 

lightweight race boats under  
30 feet with lots of sail area to 
propel them at phenomenal  
off-the-wind speeds of up to  
20 knots. With small planning 
boats the likes of a Melges 24,  
a J70, a Mini 650, or any other  
X class could be involved.

Introduced in 2018, the Club 
Class has been expanded and 
improved for 2021. This Class 
is open to sailors who want to 
participate in on-the-water action 
but may not take their racing as 
seriously as others. It’s a class  
for those who like to participate  
in an international sailing event 
and enjoy the opportunity of  
great Caribbean sailboat racing. 

High performance boats, boats 
using high tech sails or spars; 
boats that have previously done 
well racing or boats with highly 
trained crews will not be accepted 
into the Club Class. ➤

Caribbean fun
With Antigua Sailing week now cancelled for 2020, Michael Howorth looks back  
to the origins of the event, and foward to what’s in store for 2021

Above: Ambersail chasing Lord 
Nelson Trophy defender Sojana 
during the 52nd Sailing Week
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The organisers continue to reap 
the benefits of several very 
successful initiatives they have 
employed in past years. One, 
known as Road to 2020, and 
held at events in three different 
countries (USA, Germany and UK) 
last summer, will see the winners 
coming along to Antigua Sailing 
Week next April. Among those 
competing in the competition was 
the Royal Southern Yacht Club 
where the winner, Stevie Beckett 
in Cobra, won a yacht charter for 
one week for up to seven crew, 
plus his return flights to Antigua 
for this year’s Sailing Week. 

Another event sponsored by 
Antigua Sailing Week last summer 

was the Cowes Week’s Youth  
Day. Here, sailing a SB20, Oliver 
Hill won the Under-25 Trophy 
along with the prize of a lifetime 
which was for the skipper and  
one guest to be part of the Antigua 
Sailing Week Youth to Keelboat 
Programme (Y2K) at the cancelled 
2020 event. The programme  
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gives young sailors with a keen 
interest in racing the opportunity 
to crew on a larger boat during  
the regatta.

Speaking about other changes 
set for the 2020 event, Race 
Manager, Jaime Torres said,  
“We are now awarding a 1st 
Overall to a multihull for the  

Round Antigua Race, and we  
are taking off the shroud of 
mystery on how the Lord Nelson 
Trophy is awarded.

“It used to be awarded on 
partly subjective parameters that 
sometimes left a few worthy boats 
out of the running. But now we 
use a numerical calculation based 
on corrected time expressed in 
seconds per racing mile.  

“On the water, we are raising 
the bar by separating finish lines 
from start lines, offering new 
courses that will create fairer and 
more fun racing conditions, and 
having movable marks so that 
winds from weird directions don’t 
automatically result in off-axis 
courses that don’t work.  

“We are even streamlining our 
check-in process. We want our 
guests to spend more time having 
fun on the water!”
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Above: The Bajan TP52 Zingara 
(Conviction), chartered by 
Canadian Richard Reid, won the 
Peters & May Round Antigua 
Race Right: The Carribbean 
approach to aprés-sail
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