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S ince spring-powered  
clocks appeared as early 
as the 14th century, 

watches have become more 
sophisticated and grandiose 
every year, with trade shows such 
as Baselworld convening the 
most elegant of timepieces and 
attracting the star-studded  
eyes of the world.

On 11 November 2019,  
Patek Philippe’s Grandmaster 
Chime watch smashed the 
previous record for an auctioned 
timepiece when it sold for 

US$31m as part of the Only 
Watch auction in Geneva, held by 
Christie’s to benefit research on 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy.

JAEGER LECOULTRE  
Inspired by the exceptional 
scenery of the Franco-Swiss  
Jura mountains, the Jaeger-
LeCoultre Manufacture finds  
its essence at the heart of the 
Vallée de Joux. Since 1833,  
this same spirit has brought to 
life more than 1200 calibres hand 
made by Jaeger-LeCoultre,  
La Grande Maison.

The Jaeger-LeCoutre Joaillerie 
101 Manchette watch is touted 
as the most expensive in the 
world and, while it has no list 
price, appraisers estimate the 
value to be more than $26m. The 
tessellated bracelet is constructed 
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entirely from white gold, arranged 
in a pattern of polished, diamond 
and onyx-set tiles, within which 
sits a miniature sapphire crystal 
watch face. The exquisite 
timepiece uses a manually 
wound Jaeger LeCoutre Calibre 

101 mechanism to keep time. 
Approximately $26m.
jaeger-lecoultre.com

GRAFF  
Encrusted with multicoloured and 
rare diamonds set into a platinum 
bracelet, Graff’s Hallucination 
contains 110 carats worth of 
diamonds, chosen individually  
and amassed by Mr Graff himself  
over a period of several years. 
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Every single rare coloured 
diamond is sourced from a rough 
stone; cut to perfection, polished, 
and finally set into the timepiece. 
A tiny quartz dial, framed by pink 
diamonds, delicately displays  
the time. 

A simple tongue clasp  
secures the Graff Diamonds 
Hallucination around the wrist. 
The clasp is hidden once the 
bracelet is closed and can only be 
unfastened by placing pressure on 
a single diamond. Graff described 
the Hallucination as ‘a sculptural 
masterpiece and celebration of 
coloured diamonds’. 

“For many years now,  
I have thought about creating  
a remarkable watch that illustrates 
our all-consuming passion for 
diamonds,” he said. 

“The Hallucination watch has 
made my dream a reality.”
Price: $55m
graff.com

JACOB & CO  
First introduced to the world in 
2015 at Baselworld, Jacob Arabo 
(founder of Jacob & Co.) created 
the ‘Billionaire’ in affiliation with 
Flavio Briatore and his Billionaire 
Lifestyle SARL company, and in 
2018, Floyd ‘Money’ Mayweather 
walked out of his favourite jeweller 
in Tokyo with the $18m  
timepiece. It may be a unique 
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dazzling accessory that was 
unveiled in 2000 with 874 high-
grade diamonds in an array of 
colours and unusual hues. At the 
center of the gleaming white gold 
and yellow gold hardware is an 
internally flawless heart-shaped 
pink diamond that weighs  
15.37 carats, a 12.79-carat 
heart-shaped blue diamond, and 
a flawless heart-shaped D-color 
diamond weighing 11.36 carats.

Chopard stands for creativity 
and innovation, but also history, 
craftsmanship and a family 
tradition,” Karl-Friedrich  
Scheufele told Forbes. 

“The family heritage to us  
is most important; we think it is 
also important to our clients.  
We participate in the design 
process [of Chopard watches]  
very much personally and could 
call them our babies.”
Price $25m
chopard.com

HUBLOT  
In 2012, Hublot claims that the 
unique diamond-crusted Big Bang 
is the most “precious” timepiece  
it had created in the 32 years  
since Italian Carlo Crocco  
founded the business in 1980. 

On top of a 44mm diameter 
18-carat white gold case packed 
with 302 baguette diamonds  
and an18-carat white gold  

dial which holds another  
179 baguettes, the 18-carat 
bracelet that holds it on the owner’s 
wrist is set with a staggering  
782 more baguette diamonds, 
plus an additional six emerald-cut 
diamonds, all greater than  
three carats each. 

Throw in the 18-carat white 
gold crown’s 1.06 carat rose-cut 
diamond, plus its 12 additional 
baguettes and you have a 1,282 
diamonds in total, more than  
100 carats in baguettes alone,  
and all of grade A VVS clarity. 
After a year spent searching for 
the largest stones, Hublot, in 
collaboration with Geneva’s Atelier 
Bunter, spent 14 months total on 
the Big Bang’s construction. This 
included the efforts of 12 cutters 
and five setters who worked on  
it full-time for seven months.
Price: $5m
hublot.com ■

piece, but Arabo said he would 
make other similar watches using 
different stones. The bold cut 
enhances the brilliance of the 
diamonds, which are set in an 
inverted pyramid style and the 
entire 18-karat white gold case and 
bracelet of the watch is diamond-
set with stones that weigh as much 
as three carats each.

The Billionaire truly epitomises 
Jacob & Co’s passion for breaking 
boundaries, with a tourbillon 
calibre that brings dynamism to its 
bejewelled enclosure and  
260 carats of diamonds. It’s  
a dazzling representation of 
the courageous, rebellious and 
luxurious Jacob & Co. spirit.
Price: $18m.
jacobandco.com

CHOPARD  
Chopard is renowned for making 
watches that are a cut above the 
rest. The 201 carat, however, is 
the best of the best. It’s a quite 


