
More than 230 horses, 
conditioned by more 
than 76 trainers from 

16 countries have been accepted 
for the nine-week countdown to 
Super Saturday on 7 March, the 
official dress rehearsal for the 
historic 25th edition of the $35 
million Dubai World Cup meeting 
on March 28 three weeks later.

The 2019 Dubai World 
Cup Carnival saw horses from 
Australia, Bahrain, Denmark, 
France, Ireland, South Africa, 
South Korea, Sweden, Turkey, 
UAE, UK and USA win or place 
in its races, with all of those 

nations returning with exciting 
representatives in the 2020 event.

It’s not all about the horses, 
of course. This is also one of the 
richest days in entertainment and 
fashion. Previous entertainers 
include Lady Gaga, Kylie Minogue, 
Jennifer Lopez and Gwen Stefani. 
And a total of 50,000 people are 
thought to have attended the race 
in 2019, with many vying for the 
Style Stakes and the prestigious 
Best Hat awards. 

On the track, Thunder Snow 
became the first horse to win the 
Dubai World Cup for a second 
time, completing back-to-back 

victories after passing the post 
first in 2018. On both occasions, 
the Irish foaled Goldolphin stable 
throroughbred was ridden by 
Christophe Soumillon of Belgium 
and trained by Saeed bin Suroor.

The Dubai World Cup race 
itself is a Group 1 flat race on 
dirt for Northern Hemisphere 
Thoroughbred four-year-olds  
and up, and for Southern 

Hemisphere Thoroughbred 
three-year-olds and up, run 
over a distance of 2,000 metres 
(approximately 10 furlongs).

The 2020 UAE season is 
topped by the historic 25th running 
of the $12m Group 1 Dubai World 
Cup sponsored by Emirates Airline. 
The meeting also sees the running 
of five other Group 1 races and 
three Group 2 races.  

Leading the entries are three-
time Australian Group 1-winning 
sprinters Sunlight and Nature 
Strip, England’s Coronation ➤ 
Cup (G1) victor Defoe, Saudi-
owned Chilean Triple Crown 
champion Cariblanco, Norwegian 

Giddy up
The 25th Dubai World Cup takes place at Meydan 
Racecourse on 28 March 2020, with US$35m at stake 
for the winner, making it the richest pay day in sport

Left: Just as important as the 
racing at the Dubai World Cup 
is the glamourous Style Stakes 
and Best Hat awards Below: 
Meydan Racecourse is home  
to the world’s richest race  
day, the $35m Dubai World  
Cup meeting on 28 March –  
the 25th running
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luminary Square de Luynes, 
Breeders’ Cup-placed South 
Korean superstar Blue Chipper, 
top-class French filly Edisa and 
American Group 1 winner and 
dual Dubai World Cup (G1)  
fourth Pavel.

Global Group 1 winners Zabeel 
Prince, Loving Gaby, Suedois 
and Desert Encounter, as well 
as Group 1-placed Prince of 
Arran, Vital Silver, Quip, Life Less 
Ordinary, Stormy Antarctic and 
Faatinah, provide the international 
appeal to the Carnival which will 
be watched by connections across 
the planet.

Mister Sea Wolf, Spinning 
Memories and Spanish  
Mission, as well as returning 
classic winners Silva and Gold 
Town, add depth to a mouth-
watering catalogue of high-class 
contenders.

Meanwhile, several of the 
Carnival’s key races have received 

a significant boost in prize money 
– making it even more attractive 
to international connections.
Created through the vision of His 

Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-
President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, the 

Dubai World Cup provides  
a global stage upon which the 
finest thoroughbreds in the  
world come to compete  
each year. 

The Grandstand is the  
world’s largest integrated racing 
facility with seating capacity  
for more than 60,000 people, 
while The Meydan Hotel has  
285 luxurious rooms and suites 
while the development also 
features a Marina, an IMAX 
cinema and a racing museum.

Guests on Dubai World  
Cup day can choose from a  
variety of hospitality options. 

To find out more about  
VIP ticket options, go to  
store.meydan.ae ■

Left: UAE Vice President and 
Prime Minister Mohamed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum at the 
Dubai World Cup where royalty 
turn out en masse Below: 
Completed in 2010, Meydan 
Racecourse and Grandstand, 
builds upon the 14-year 
legacy established by Nad Al 
Sheba with a state-of-the-art 
structure, museum and gallery
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