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Sleeping with the fishes
Venues have always pushed the boundaries, from cliff-edges to skyscraper penthouses, to salt and ice luxury hotels.
Now underwater hotels and restaurants around the world are taking hospitality to a whole new depth
MALDIVES
Conrad got there first. They
opened The Muraka, a two-story
villa submerged almost five
metres underneath the surface of
the Indian Ocean in 2018. With
extraordinary dining, expansive
living, sleeping and relaxing is
easy; with ocean views above the
surface, three sub-aqua bedrooms
and a dedicated team of staff,
including butlers.

The centrepiece of Conrad
Maldives Rangali Island is an
ambitious feat of architecture,
design and technology. Equipped
with a private bar, butler’s
quarters, gym, and infinity
pool, there has been no cutting
of corners in the luxury stakes.
The massive bed, shower,
and bathtub have panoramic
views over the ocean, while the
top floor, which rests above

the water, comprises a sprawling
relaxation deck for tanning and
unwinding. “Completion of The
Muraka is a personal lifetime
achievement,” said Ahmed
Saleem, chief architect and
designer of the residence, in
a statement.
“After years in the making, my
team and I are proud to officially
present The Muraka residence
and its accompanying Maldivian

experience to worldly travelers
who crave the extraordinary.”
The Muraka costs $50,000
per night, although it is only
available for a four-night,
$200,000 vacation package,
which includes a personal chef,
private boat, and automatic
upgrade to Hilton Diamond status.
In addition to The Muraka,
The Conrad is also home to Ithaa,
a five-star restaurant submerged
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DUBAI
On the first floor of the Burj
Al Arab, Al Mahara (‘The Oyster
Shell’ in Arabic) features a floorto-ceiling aquarium inside the
restaurant, with colourful sea
life swimming beside tables
and award-winning chefs
preparing mouth-watering
seafood to complement a fine
selection of wines.
Michelin-starred British chef
Nathan Outlaw is in charge and,
while his flagship restaurant
Restaurant Nathan Outlaw has
two Michelin stars and is known
for its pared-back approach,
Al Mahara has gone all out on ➤
below the sea where you can enjoy
whole Maldivian lobster, légine or
blackened scallops, and fusion
menus matched with fine wines.
It is also open for mid-morning
cocktails (and mocktails) for that
ultimate holiday experience!
conradmaldives.com
Left: The Muraka by Conrad
in The Maldives has one
floor above water and one
below Right: The Muraka’s
resplendent undersea bedroom
where one can, quite literally,
enjoy sleeping with the fishes
Above: Bathe with the stingrays
at Singapore’s Ocean Suites
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levels are actually underwater. Six
underwater suites have their own
saltwater aquariums and every
room above water has a balcony
from which the water and light
show can be enjoyed.
Mr. Fisher, the hotel’s
specialty seafood restaurant, is
underwater surrounded by
a saltwater aquarium, and
upstairs is Cai Feng Lou for
Chinese delicacies.
The resort’s helicopter pad sits
right in the middle for those who
like to make a grand entrance.
intercontinental.com/shanghai

SHANGHAI
The world’s first ‘earthscraper’
quarry hotel opened in Shanghai
in November 2018, plunging
88 metres below sea level at its
lowest point. InterContinental
Shanghai Wonderland located in
Songjiang, the “root of Shanghai”,
is 40 minutes from the
Shanghai National Exhibition
and Convention Center.
The 18-story resort by
JADE+QA Architects hugs
the rock face in a harmonious
design, shifting the dial on the
relationship between urbanity
and nature. The first 16 floors are
underground and the bottom two
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Scuba

seafood – as you would expect
in a hotel that is an island.
For the full experience,
there’s always the option to check
in to a duplex suite with your
own private butler – and have
a chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce
drop you home again.
jumeirah.com

townhouse with an upper level
above water and a lower level
below. A spectacular viewing wall
sits at the end of each bed with
a viewing screen that activates
light dimmers when pulled up
for a show.
Tucked away on one side
of the world’s largest aquarium,

SINGAPORE

Above: Singapore’s Resorts
World Sentosa Below: Norway’s
Under is both an artchitectural
feat and a world-class
restaurant, offering glimpses of
incredible sealife while eating

Wake up to a manta ray gliding
past the window at Resorts World
Sentosa in Singapore. Each of
the 11 exclusive Ocean Suites is
designed like a deluxe two-storey

guests are treated to five-star
comfort and personalised
butler service whilst enjoying
spectacular views of the
underwater sanctuary.
rwsentosa.com

AMERICA
Aquarium Restaurants are now
across four sites in America
– each a long way from the sea.
Between Denver, Houston, Kemah
and Nashville, families can dine
in monster aquariums with more
than 100 species of colourful,
tropical fish from the Caribbean
Sea, Hawaii, South Pacific and
the Indian Ocean. The various
locations have tours outside of
dinner, theme park rides, and
educational programs.
aquariumrestaurants.com

NORWAY
Heading even deeper than The
Muraka (by half a metre), the
ice waters of the North Sea are
a little more wild than the calm
Indian Ocean. Half-sunken into
the Lindesnes, at the southern
tip of Norway, ‘Under’ provides
a panoramic view of the seabed
to take in an otherwise rarely
seen marine ecosystem. It is not

uncommon to see pollack and cod,
colourful wrasses, urchins, and
crabs. Lobsters in gladiator battles,
spiny dogfish (mini sharks) and
inquisitive seals have also been
observed through the window.
Serving an 18-course gourmet
marathon, there is time to settle in
and embrace the experience
at Europe’s first – and the world’s
largest – underwater restaurant
which opened in March 2019.
“Just on the other side of
our iconic window the ocean is
bursting with fresh delicacies from
the sea, so the journey from the
kitchen to the plate is minimal,”
says Head Chef Nicolai Ellitsgaard
of Under.
With the appearance of
a sunken ship, Under is a
magnificent feat of engineering
with soft interior design to magnify
the raw world outside.
And while you can’t
sleep with the fishes here,
Lindesnes Havhotell is close
enough to reach via taxi after
sampling Under’s tremendous
wine selection. Nearby Lindesnes
Lighthouse is Norway’s oldest
lightest and makes for a great
viewing spot for fierce storms.
under.no ■
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