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Fresh tracks

Southern Hemisphere resorts are emerging as strong contenders to more traditional
winter haunts in Europe, North America and Japan. Upward Curve wraps up for the
June to October season and heads to Chile, Argentina, Australia and New Zealand

A

s millennials reach an age
where they can afford to
take themselves – and
possibly a young family skiing
– the desire for a quick weekend
snow smash is on the rise, and
new world resorts are responding
with improved infrastructure and
enriched apres ski.
Australia is gearing itself
towards the long weekender
visiting from Melbourne or
Sydney, with its major snow fields
positioned in between the two
cities. New Zealand has long-been
a snow sport hotspot and is alive
to the convenience of Queenstown
airport, with short transfers to the
slopes from commercial resorts.
And Argentina is smaller than ever

before, with flights into Mendoza,
Bariloche and Patagonia, while
Chilean ski areas can be easily
accessed from Santiago.
CHILE

The city of Santiago sits in a giant
bowl surrounded by towering
mountains, making it the perfect
capital city for snow-lovers.
Just 60 kilometres from
Santiago, Valle Nevado
(vallenevado.com), the highest
ski field in Chile (3,670m), is the
southern hemisphere’s largest ski
area, adjoining La Parva, Farellones
and El Colarado to form South
America’s own ‘Tres Valles’.
Portillo (skiportillo.com), Chile’s
most famous ski area, is 150

kilometres north of Santiago. Tour
operator Scott Dunn (scottdunn.
com) offers the best of both worlds
for those who cannot decide
between snow and sun. The ‘Ski
and Atacama Adventure’ starts
with a week in Portillo, before
whisking weary-legged skiers and
snowboarders north to San Pedro
and the warmth of the Atacama
Desert (13 nights from US$7,900).
Equally, a ‘marriage made in
heaven’ starts on the powder
slopes of the Chilean Andes
followed by a relaxing week on the
white sand of Mexico’s Punta Nizuc
(11 nights from US$5,250).
Below: Portillo is Chile’s most
glamourous ski area and resort

For those intrepid explorers
who prefer to stick to the cold
stuff, the most characteristic
of Chilean resorts, Nevados de
Chillan (nevadosdechillan.com)
is set on the epic slopes of the
Chillan volcano, five hours south
of Santiago by car. Further south
is the small family resort of Ski
Pucon, popular with freestylers
due to the natural half pipes
formed by lava flows.
There are various heli-skiing
and heli-boarding opportunities
in Chile, typically situated at the
upscale ski resorts such as Portillo,
Valle Nevado, and La Parva.
ARGENTINA

Argentina’s resorts may be
a long way from the bustling
metropolis of Buenos Aires, but
the Latin culture and nightlife
still beats strong in its 14 ski
hubs dotted along the rugged
Andes. The Lakes District and
Patagonia, Mendoza and Ushuaia
make up the three ski regions, with
Las Lenas (laslenasski.com) the
most famous for its steep terrain
and double-black diamond chutes.

This mecca for extreme skiing
and snowboarding has easy
access for heli-skiing tours. With
a base elevation of 2,240m,
the annual snowfall is around
six metres so it’s well worth the
370-kilometre trip from Mendoza.
Cerro Bayo (cerrobayo.com.ar)
is an upscale boutique ski resort
70 kilometres north of Barioche
– the gateway to Patagonia,
while Cerro Castor is the closest
recognisable ski resort to the ‘end
of the world’ at parallel 54 degrees.
Heli-skiing is available for those
who want to creep even closer
to ‘the edge’!
Powder South offer weeklong heli-ski packages from
a luxurious lodge in the wine
region of Mendoza (heliskiguides.
com). Situated at the foot of
the towering Andes Mountains
in Argentina’s renowned Uco
Valley, only 90 minutes from the
Mendoza International Airport,
you can almost pick your ski line
from the lodge, the view truly is
that spectacular (six days from
US$11,800).
AUSTRALIA

As is common in Australia, Victoria
and New South Wales battle it
out for supremacy while the best
access comes from Canberra.
Resorts might not be on a par with
North America or Europe, but with
the rounded peaks of the Great
Dividing Range there is some great
skiing to be had for all abilities
when the snow is on.
At the foot of Australia’s highest
mountain, Mt. Kosciuszko, Thredbo
(thredbo.com.au) boasts a vibrant
apres ski scene and the longest
vertical of the Australian ski resorts
at 672 metres.
Neighbouring Perisher
(perisher.com.au) is the largest
ski resort, spanning seven peaks,
with big investments continually
improving infrastructure over
the last decade.

Victoria’s Mount Buller (mtbuller.
com.au) has also enjoyed
significant investment in recent
years and now boasts the largest
village of the Australian ski resorts,
only three hours from Melbourne.
Mount Hotham (mthotham.com.au)
and Dinner Plain (visitdinnerplain.
com.au) offer the best runs for
serious skiers, while car-free village
Falls Creek has the convenience of
ski-in-ski-out accommodation. ➤
Above: Scott Dunn offers
a luxury ski-in ski-out hotel,
perched on the edge of
a volcano at Chile’s Termas de
Chillan Left: Hotham (Australia)
has had a strong start to 2018
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NEW ZEALAND

Across the ‘ditch’, skiing in New
Zealand is as good as it gets in the
southern hemisphere. And there is
enough of it to find quality resorts
with no crowds and plenty of
fresh snow.
On-mountain accommodation
is rare at the large commercial ski
resorts, so visitors have to trade off
the inconvenience of staying ‘offmountain’ with a ‘kiwi-experience’
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that is not ‘resortified’. The club
fields close to The Craigieburn
Range and Christchurch offer
fantastic skiing (craigieburn.co.nz).
Most club fields also have
great access to New Zealand’s
vast back country via short hikes.
South Island is almost famous for
its heli-skiing, with breathtaking
views over the southern Alps and
miles and miles of virgin snow
(powderhounds.com offer heli-

Above: Panoramic view of the
Coronet Peak Ski Field in New
Zealand. Below: NZ’s back
country offers some of the
world’s best heli-skiing
skiing and club fields packages
from US$3,500 for six nights).
Queenstown and Christchurch
of South Island are the two best
transport hubs for commercial
skiing, with the former offering

a considerable buzz, close
to Coronet Peak and The
Remarkables (nzski.com).
Treble Cone, close to Wanaka
(treblecone.com), is a little quieter
and is blessed with more snowfall
than any other NZ resorts.
Active volcano Mount Ruapehu
on North Island attracts skiers
to Whakapapa and Turoa, both
within striking distance of
Auckland and Wellington. ■

