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The gold dust trail

Whether it’s a last-minute wanderlust whim, late summer sun, or even warmth in winter, follow the gold dust trail
to see where the rich and famous are escaping in 2017 – covering global celebrity hot spots from Bora Bora to
St Barths, from Mexico’s Cabo San Lucas to St Tropez, Dubai and Italy’s Portofino

A

rmed with a good cocktail,
energising rays and every
superlative under the
sun, it’s time to leave the hordes
behind and join the glitterati.
Exclusive clubs, mega yachts
and luxury shopping to boot,
Upward Curve looks to the hottest
holiday spots around the world
this year and packs its bags.
BORA BORA

160 miles west of Tahiti, Bora
Bora is the ideal destination for
warmth all year round. Relaxing
and celebrating at a consistent
27ºC made this the perfect
honeymoon destination for
newlyweds Jennifer Anniston and
Justin Theroux in 2015. Usian Bolt
celebrated the ‘triple triple’ here
after the 2016 Rio Olympic Games

and the Kardashian clan visit the
French Polynesian Island as if it
was just up the road.
Staged in a glimmering
turquoise lagoon, small islets
make for opulent luxury resorts
and secluded overwater
bungalows, from which guests
can watch the brilliant sunrise
and swim with myriad sea
creatures, from moray eels and
trumpetfish to sea turtles, sharks
and stingrays.
The pearl shopping is among
the best in the world and dining at

the exclusive Lagoon restaurant
by acclaimed French chef JeanGeorges Vongerichten is the
perfect setting for a special gift.
Celebrity hangout Bloody Mary’s
is a funky restaurant known for its
seafood and star-studded patrons.
ST BARTHS

This small volcanic island in
the northwest Caribbean Sea is
the hottest destination for New
Year’s Eve. Kate Moss’ regular
appearances here have done the
island’s reputation no harm, with
a glut of Victoria’s Secret models
following her footsteps in the
feather-pillow-soft sands.

Eden Rock, Cheval Blanc and
Hotel Le Toiny are the most
popular celebrity hotel hangouts,
while the streets of Gustavia are
lined with Hermès, Chopard and
Bulgari. Undoubtedly the sexiest
of the Leeward Islands, this
French-speaking gem feels more
metropolitan French than WestIndian French. And the restaurants
outstrip those on any other island
by a long stretch. Orega/La
Guérite opened on December 21
and has been the happening spot
ever since. Leonardo Di Caprio,
Robert de Niro, Mick Jagger, Paul
McCartney all concur. The music
goes up after dinner until 4am.

CABO SAN LUCAS

Time a trip to Cabo San Lucas
to coincide with November’s fifth
edition of Los Cabos Film Festival
and you could be bumping in to
Ewan McGregor, Jennifer Lopez
and Gwyneth Paltrow. Dancing
with the Stars expert Julianne
Hough took her bachelorette party
to the Mexican Baja California
Peninsula earlier this year and
models Olivia Culpo and Charlotte
McKinney brightened up the
opening of Blue Marlin Ibiza Los

Cabos at ME Cabo in 2016.
The poolside beach club now
offers breakfast, lunch, dinner
and cocktails throughout the day,
accompanied by pulsating music
from resident and guest DJs.
The region, known as
‘Land’s End’ for its proximity
at the end of the peninsula,
includes neighbouring San José
del Cabo and offers an oasis of
natural beauty and biodiversity
from breathtaking seas, to desert
and mountains.

ST TROPEZ

The famous Byblos Hotel and
Les Caves du Roy is celebrating
its 50th anniversary this year
with a rich and colourful history
to look back upon, including
the wedding of Mick Jagger
and Bianca Perez Morena de
Marcais in 1971. Partnering with
Audemars Piguet, Rolls Royce and

Dom Pérignon to commemorate
its golden anniversary, the
glamorous establishment is
putting on a summer-long party
to remember. Just six kilometres
away, quite separate from the rest
of Pamplona Beach, Le Club 55
continues its philosophy of ‘the
customer is not king because he
is our friend’, throwing the most
glamorous of parties since 1955.
For Elton John and David
Furnish, George Clooney, Seal,
Bill Gates, the Emir of Abu Dhabi,
Martin Scorsese, Naomi Campbell,
Karl Lagerfield, Bono, Catherine
Zeta-Johns, P. Diddy and Rihanna
(to name a few), St Tropez is
a regular on the global annual
itinerary because it stays ahead of
the game. Indeed, the Voiles de St
Tropez mega-sailing regatta (30
Sep-8 Oct), promises to be bigger
and better than ever in 2017. ➤
Previous page: Otemanu
mountain from a luxury resort
on Bora Bora island Top left:
Eden Rock at St Barths Top: The
stunning Arch of Cabo San
Lucas Above: The colourful
harbour of St Tropez Left: Sir
Mick Jagger still frequents the
St Tropez Byblos Hotel where
he hosted his wedding in 1971
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Left: Former F1 boss and
Premiership football club
Chairman, Flavio Briatore at the
Cavalli Club inside the Fairmont
Hotel, Dubai, where his
Billionaire Italian Couture brand
has two stores Below left:
Skyview Bar is on the 27th floor
of Dubai’s Burj Al Arab Below:
Australian singer and actress
Kylie Minogue in Italy’s
Portofino resort

floor-to-ceiling aquarium tanks at
Atlantis’ Ossiano restaurant, to
sumptuous Japanese at Zuma,
or eating atop the Burj Khalifa at
At.Mosphere, 122 floors up.
The UAE’s music and nightlife
scene continues to develop
at an impressive rate of knots
and Dubai, in particular, has
forged itself as the go-to clubbing
destination. Whether it’s massive
concerts, dark rave dens or
high-end clubbing, everything
is on offer. The scene stands to

improve further with the launch of
Base – an open-air nightclub that
will play host to an endless list of
celebrity DJs and artists.
PORTOFINO

Kylie Minogue, Dominico Dolce
and Samuel L. Jackson can
often be seen strolling across
the cobbled Piazzetta in this
famous fishing village on the
Italian Riviera. The square is
home to luxury label shopping and
exquisite seafood restaurants,

overlooking the super yachtlined azure harbour. Any trip to
Portofino must include time at
Castello Brown, the 16th-century
fortress and museum with art
exhibitions and panoramic views
of the town and the Ligurian Sea.
Stay at Belmond Hotel
Splendido and enjoy warm days
by the pool, celebrated cuisine
and magical sea views. If you
prefer to stay a little closer to the
action, their sister hotel, Belmond
Splendido Mare, stands beside
the renowned Piazzetta, close
to the lively quay.
Nothing quite like sipping
a drop of the local Rossesse di
Dolceaqua red at the five-star
Belmond Hotel Splendido. ■

DUBAI

More of a ‘who’s not’ than a
‘who’s who’, Dubai is perfect
stopover for some R&R between
business travel. Most recently,
the Kardashian clan, Rita Ora,
the Beckhams, Mariah Carey and
Baywatch star, Zac Efron, have
been spending time in the jewel
of the Emirate. Despite the oil
crash, Dubai continues to thrive
and its beaches and luxury resorts
continue to attract the world’s
most famous faces.
Luxury shopping and a lively
nightlife, this glittering monument
to Arab enterprise is made for a
relaxing holiday – from dining with
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