Dubai Boat Show

Pushing the
boat out

Upward Curve sets sail for the 2016 Dubai International
Boat Show and highlights what visitors can expect to see at
the Middle East’s most prestigious marine industry exhibition

A

s it prepares for its 24th
edition in March this
year, there is little doubt
that the Dubai International
Boat Show (DIBS) has firmly
established itself as the Middle
East’s premier marine luxury,
leisure and lifestyle industry event.
The 2015 edition attracted
more than 28,000 visitors from
over 120 countries, all eager
to experience the elite super
yachts on show, as well as
the wide selection of leisure
crafts, interactive activities,
exotic supercars and the latest
innovations in marine equipment
and accessories.
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The unique mix of family
entertainment and live events
has made the DIBS the most
anticipated event in the Middle
Eastern maritime calendar, with
last year’s edition boasting more
than 850 leading international,
regional and local exhibitors
from over 50 countries, making
it an unparalleled platform for
companies to showcase their
boats and products to marine
investors and enthusiasts from the
Middle East and around the world.
Last year’s event also
increased its scope by presenting
new subsectors covering sailing,
watersports and fishing, which

Above and right: With more
than 850 leading exhibitors
from around the world, the
Dubai International Boat Show
attracts thousands of visitors
proved to be a big hit with visitors
and further underlined the DIBS’s
position as the largest and most
influential gathering in the Middle
East marine industry
“Every year, the Dubai
International Boat Show gains in
stature and international popularity
because it continues to evolve and
improve its offering for visitors,”
explains Trixie LohMirmand, Senior
Vice President of Dubai World ➤
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Left and below: The array of
luxury yachts that will be on
display at Dubai’s International
Boat Show are sure to attract
plenty of interest from wealthy
buyers looking to enjoy the
ultimate marine lifestyle

Trade Centre (DWTC), which
organises the event.
This year’s edition – the 24th
in the event’s illustrious history –
promises to bigger and better than
ever before, with an impressive
showcase of yachts and boats
from both local and international
builders, together with the latest
innovations in marine equipment
and accessories.
New features announced
for 2016 include casting and
winching competitions, fishing and
sailing trips, jetski stunt displays,
match racing and many other
interactive activities. The highlight
of the show is once again sure
to be the Marina Display, which
brings together luxury yachts and
boats from the world’s leading
builders and brands to showcase
the ultimate in boating design,
craftsmanship and lifestyle.
Expect to see luxury offerings
from the likes of Benetti, Feadship,
Lürssen, Heesen and Amels,
as well as UAE-based Al Shaali
Marine, which last year unveiled
its AS 100 superyacht, valued
at US$5.45 million (€5m), at the
event. Around US$50 million
(€45m) in sales were recorded at
the 2015 event, and similar levels
of interest are expected this year,
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with potential buyers flocking to
Dubai from all over the world.
“While we will continue to
provide a global platform for the
sale of superyachts, we also want
to explore new ways to serve
our increasingly international
buyers from emerging markets
such as Africa, China, and India,”
adds DWTC’s LohMirmand.
“We believe that there will be
tremendous interest, and sales,
in support of our push to bring
watersports, sailing, and fishing
more fully into the realm of our
larger show offering.”

With enough on offer to satisfy
enthusiasts across all aspects of
the market, the Dubai International
Boat Show is once again set to be
the destination of choice for those
looking for a complete marine
lifestyle experience.
The Dubai International Boat Show,
at Dubai International Marine
Club in Mina Seyahi, is open to
trade visitors and the general
public from 3pm – 9.30pm
daily from 1-5 March 2016.
Visit www.boatshowdubai.com
for more information. ■

