Super Yachts

Super-charged
sailing
First staged in 2008, the Loro Piana Superyacht Regatta has
quickly become an integral fixture on the world superyacht
calendar. Upward Curve looks ahead to this year’s edition

F

rom 7 to 11 June, more
than 20 of the world’s finest
superyachts will descend
on Sardinia for several days of
competitive racing and fabulous
socialising in a glorious location
for the Loro Piana Superyacht
Regatta, which has quickly
become an integral fixture on
the world superyacht calendar.
Indeed, it’s become so
popular that it has spawned
a sister event: the Loro Piana
Caribbean Superyacht Regatta
& Rendezvous, held every March
in the British Virgin Islands. That
said, the original Italian regatta
retains all its appeal, prestige and
popularity, thanks in no small part
to its location in a corner of the
world that can only be described
as postcard-perfect.
It all takes place in the upscale
village of Porto Cervo, located on
the northern coast of Sardinia
on the Mediterranean Sea. The
waters are pristine, the climate
is balmy and the air is daisy-fresh,
an appropriately magical location
for an event of this calibre.
The base for the regatta is
the exclusive Yacht Club Costa
Smeralda (YCCS), established in
1967 by His Highness the Aga
Khan. Affiliated with the Italian
Sailing Federation since 1968,
the YCCS boasts a rich sailing
pedigree: in the early 1980s,
the club launched the first Italian

challenge for the America’s Cup,
and has since cemented its place
as one of the leading sailing clubs
in Europe. It’s hard to envisage a
more appropriate spot in which to
stage such a fabulous regatta.
As the name suggests, these
are big boats. In line with the
widely accepted definition of
a superyacht, the Loro Piana
Superyacht Regatta is open
only to vessels measuring more
than 24 metres (80 feet), and
many are considerably larger
– Unfurled, built by the highly
regarded Dutch shipyard
Vitters and already a declared
entrant for this year’s
regatta, clocks in at an
awe-inspiring 46 metres
(150 feet). A number of
the superyachts come
from the Monaco-based
Wally yacht-building
enterprise, which has
become deservedly
famous for boats that
provide a perfect marriage
between technical knowhow
and chic styling. But despite the
superyachts’ majestic dimensions,
size isn’t everything: these are
also some of the most luxurious
vessels on the planet, beautifully
appointed from bow to stern.
The luxury, of course, also
extends to the title sponsors
of the regatta. Loro Piana was
estalished by the Italian family of

the same name in 1924, though
the family’s pedigree runs back
much further – more than 200
years, in fact, when they began
trading in wool. Long established
as one of the world’s premier
luxury brands, Loro Piana is now
the largest producer of high-end
cashmere fabrics in the western
hemisphere, and the biggest
purchaser of super-fine merino
wools from Australasia. It’s also

the planet’s leading processor
of wool from the Andean vicuña,
the finest fibre known to man
and one of the rarest in the
world of fashion. The company’s
involvement is a perfect fit with ➤
Main: The Loro Piana Superyacht Regatta is open only to
vessels measuring more than
24 metres (80 feet), and many
are considerably larger
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Left and below: Sardinia
provides a glorious location
for the regatta Right: Loro
Piana Deputy Chairman Pier
Luigi Loro Piana and YCCS
Commodore Riccardo Bonadeo
at last year’s prize-giving

one of the two men at the helm
of the company. A sailing man
through and through, Pier Luigi
Loro Piana is both genial host
and keen competitor at the
regatta that bears his company’s
name, a welcoming and friendly
presence throughout the five days
of the event.
Staged over four consecutive
days, the racing is of course
central to proceedings. However,
competitors aren’t just here
for the sport. There’s plenty
of bonhomie and camaraderie
among the participants, and
ample opportunities to kick
back, relax, take in the stunning
surroundings and pick over the
day’s competition over cocktails,
dinner and even a sunset party
at gorgeous Phi Beach.
Set on the new marina, the
Clubhouse at the YCCS is one of
the most beautiful structures of
its type anywhere in the world,
affording extraordinary views of
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the harbour and the deep dark
blue beyond. The regatta ends
with a prize-giving ceremony
at Piazza Azzurra, where
champagne flutes are raised
in celebration for the final time.

Last year, the Silver Jubilee Cup
was won by Saudade, a Wally
yacht owned by Albert Bull. As
the prizes are handed out and the
sun dips below the horizon for the
final time, the boat owners, their

crews and other guests at this
fabulous event immediately begin
counting down the days until
June 2017, when they’ll return
to this Italian idyll to do it all
over again. ■

