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Fashion

Fashion forecast
As the fashion elite wind down after the whirlwind that was the international fashion 
weeks, Sarah Roberts runs the rule over the top trends that emerged on the runway

New York fashion week  
(11-19 February) kick-
started this season with 

a family affair. Anna Wintour sat 
front row with her daughter Bee 
Shaffer, while the Beckham clan 
crowded into Victoria Beckham’s 
show, and Kim Kardashian 
nursed a crying North at the 
unveiling of Kanye West’s first 
collaboration with Adidas.                             

Meanwhile, on the runway 
wearable, comfortable clothes 
made a comeback and gothic 
motifs embedded many collections, 
with studs and leather making an 
appearance in Calvin Klein, Proenza 
Schouler and Philip Lim’s shows. 
Evening wear saw the return of 
over-the-top 70s glamour, harking 
back to the days of Studio 54, a 
trend which was embraced by Diane 

Von Furstenberg and Michael Kors, 
whose models donned jumpsuits 
and sequins. But perhaps the most 
theatrical show of all was Tommy 
Hilfiger’s football-themed event, 
which featured a constructed football 
pitch in celebration of 30 years of 
the Tommy Hilfiger clothing empire, 
and in honour of his sportswear 
collection debut. 
 
London
This season, London Fashion 
Week (20-24 February) provided 
an eclectic mix of upcoming trends 
that included, billowing capes in 
the Mulberry show, flares from 
Jonathan Saunders, oodles of classy 
sex appeal in Christopher Kane’s 
racy collection and a nod towards 

the impending 80s trend from JW 
Anderson. Erdem, the reigning 
British Designer of the Year, featured 
an impressive installation in their 
show, a fictionalized apartment to fit 
with the character of the collection. 
   Meanwhile, the runway itself 
was full of knee-length skirts and 
flattering trapezoid silhouettes, often 
matched with polo necks, which 
proved to be a staple of London 
Fashion Week. Of course, no fashion 
event would be complete without 
celebrity-packed audiences and 
there was no shortage of stars 
gracing the front row at Burberry 
Prorsum, where the model elite 
took centre stage to include Cara 
Delevigne, Kate Moss, Naomi 
Campbell and Jourdan Dunn. ➤ 

Above and below: London hosted 
dazzling designer shows, such  
as Burberry Prorsum 
Right: New York saw the likes of 
Victoria Beckham at its shows
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Milan
Usually known for its high-quality 
classics, this season (25 February-2 
March) saw a distinct change in the 
air for Milan, where it replaced its 
sun-kissed glamazon-esque models 
with Wes Anderson bookworm 
types. This shift was most notable at 
the Gucci show, where the brand’s 
new creative director Alessandro 
Michele endowed his models with 
bright jaunty berets, eccentric fluffy 
moccasins and geeky glasses in a 
distinct departure from the label’s 
customary bling.

Versace was another show that 
stole the headlines, with models in 
dazzling gowns, embellished with 
hashtags, @-symbols and a new 
logo called “#GREEK”, or, as Versace 
explained it, “the emoji of the future”. 
The collection aimed to represent 
the new fashion vocabulary of today, 
particularly online.

And after gothic trends 
dominated the catwalks in London 
and New York, it was no surprise to 
see these trends given a Milanese 
twist with brocade, fur and shearling, 
verifying that black on black is the 
look for next season. Another debut 

was Lorenzo Serafini’s first show  
at Philosophy, where his aim was 
to create “Italian sexiness with an 
innocent side” – a look he painlessly 
pulled off.  
   Closing the fashion week with 
aplomb was Giorgio Armani, who 
kept audiences on their toes with 

a series of optical illusions. Peter 
pan collars were paired with bib 
necklaces, and models walked in 
unison wearing the same ensembles 
in different colourways. 

Paris
Often described as the fashion 
capital of the world, buyers, editors 
and fashion enthusiasts from across 
the globe descended on the French 
capital from March 4-11 in what 
was to be the final fashion week of 
the season. Paris is known for its 
extremes: effortlessly chic, or edgy 
and dramatic, and the streets of 
Paris became runways in their own 
right, with cutting-edge couture easy 
to spot. Fashion highlights came 
from big names like Chloé, Celine, 
Chanel, Dior, and Louis Vuitton, 
many of whom embraced the new 
midi-dress trend, continued from 
last season. Hints of dusty rose and 
metallic colour palettes crept onto 
the runways, and after the success 
of the Haute Couture Fashion week 
in January, designers were eager 
to prove that the conception of their 
shows could be just as impressive 
when unveiling their ready-to-wear 

collections. In particular, Karl 
Lagerfield’s creative flair continued 
beyond his flamboyant, floral 
themed Chanel Haute Couture show, 
displaying his versatility as a designer.  

Above: Somerset house was the 
epicentre for London’s Fashion 
Week  Left: Versace stole the 
headlines at Milan  
Below: Paris is known for its 
cutting-edge couture

For live footage and highlights of 
the fashion weeks, head to  
www.fashionweekonline.com ■


